Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 08527 231355Z 

53 

ACTION SCI-06 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-14 ISO-OO SS-20 CIAE-00 INR-11 NSAE-00 
RSC-01 OIC-04 EB-11 SCA-01 INT-08 FEA-02 DRC-01 
( ISO ) W 

093031 

R 231312Z IUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9161 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BEIRUT 8527 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: LEBANESE PARTICIPATION AT WORLD ENERGY CONFERENCE 
REF: STATE A-3772 OF MAY 10; BEIRUT 6024 

1. LEBANESE DIRECTOR GENERAL MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND 
PETROLEUM, MOHAMED ALI ITANI, APPROACHED EMBASSY TO 
EXPRESS KEEN INTEREST ATTNED WORLD ENERGY CONFERENCE. 
UNABLE, HOWEVER, TO COUNT ON GOL PAYMENT OF TRAVEL 
COSTS AND INQUIRES WHETHER THIS COULD BE COVERED FROM 
US SOURCES. 

2. EMBASSY HAS REMAINED NONCOMMITTAL IN RESPONDING TOP 
ITANI. WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT SOME GESTURE ON OUR PART 
WOULD LIE IN OUR SELF-INTEREST IN LIGHT OF KEY ROLE PLAYED 
BY PETROLEUM DIRECTOR GENERAL IN CONNECTION WITH OUT- 
STANDING PROBLEMS AFFECTING US OIL COMPANIES. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING, THEREFORE, IF IN FACT WE COULD 
COVER IT ANI'S TRAVEL TO ENERGY CONFERENCE. GODLEY 
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